2020 May Wright Sewall

The Indianapolis Propylaeum is proud to honor Deborah Hearn Smith and Vi Simpson with the 2020 May Wright
Sewall Leadership Award. These women’s accomplishments have impacted the lives of girls and women through
their work in the public sector.

Vi Simpson

Vi Simpson has led Indiana for many years in working to bring equity for women
throughout her work as a legislator and community advocate. She was first elected
as the Monroe County Auditor in 1981, followed by her Successful run as an Indiana
State Senator for District 40 from 1984-2012, where she served as the Minority
Leave from 2008-2012. Simpson worked as President of Vi Simpson and Company
from 1982 to 1988 and has been Executive Director of the Heritage Education
Foundation since 1989. Senator Simpson was the first woman to serve on and lead
the State Budget Committee and in 2008. Additional accomplishments as a State
Senator include co-writing the legislation that enacted the Indiana Commission for
Women in 1996.
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