
 

 

Judy O’Bannon has spent 
much of her life support-
ing and promoting efforts 
to strengthen communities 
in Indiana and around the 
world. She hosts and pro-
duces the WFYI public 
television series Communi-
ties	Building	Community. 
The series has won three 
Emmy awards for public 
affairs programming. She 
is currently producing 

programs that reveal the diversity among Hoos-
iers citizens and the positive actions they are 
taking to create a healthy and sustainable envi-
ronment.  
 As First Lady of Indiana (1997-2003), 
O’Bannon used her role to promote civic en-
gagement across Indiana. She created and led 
the Hoosier Millennium and Indiana 2016 , en-
couraging Hoosiers to use the Millennium year 
and the state’s bicentennial as opportunities to 
spur community involvement to strengthen 
Indiana.   
 As chairperson of the Indiana Main Street 
Council, she emphasized the revitalization of 
downtown districts through community devel-
opment and historic preservation. She served 
on the Community Revitalization Committee as 
a Trustee of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. She is a trustee of the Indiana 
State Museum. Judy co-founded Partners in 
Politics, a support and information group for 
family members of public of iceholders. 

Dr. Sue Ellsper-
mann has more 
than 30 years of 
experience in high-
er education, eco-
nomic and work-
force development, 
and public service. 
In May 2016, she 
was selected to 
serve as the irst 
female President of 
Ivy Tech Communi-

ty College of Indiana,. 
 In 2010 Ellsperman was elected as a 
State Representative and then elected 
Lieutenant Governor in 2012, serving 
from 2013-2016. 
 She holds a Ph.D. and M.S. from the 
University of Louisville in Industrial Engi-
neering. From 2006 to 2012 she served 
as the founding Director of the Center of 
Applied Research and Economic Develop-
ment at the University of Southern Indi-
ana.  
 Ellsperman is highly engaged in the 
community and serves on many boards 
including OneAmerica board of directors, 
Indiana Honorary Chair of the Million 
Women Mentors, Advisory Board of the 
Indiana Conference for Women, Central 
Indiana Community Foundation (CICF) 
Women’s Fund, Girl Scouts of Central 
Indiana, and Indiana Conference for 
Women.   
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May Wright Sewall Award Recipients Announced 
   On November 8, 2018 the May Wright Sewall Leadership Award will be given to three women who exude the spirit of the award’s 

namesake.  Sewall set the bar for civic engagement and leadership in Indianapolis. Her accomplishments include starting the Girls Classi-
cal School and introducing physical education for girls; founding the Indianapolis Propylaeum Club and the Indianapolis Woman’s Club, 
as well as the Indianapolis Art Association which would become the Indianapolis Museum of Art. Nationally Sewall was instrumental in 
founding the National Council of Women, ighting diligently beside Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton for a woman’s right to 
vote. Internationally Sewall was president of the International Congress of Women in Berlin in 1904.  Each year the Indianapolis Propy-
laeum selects one or more women who exemplify civic leadership and innovation to receive the May Wright Sewall Leadership Award. 
 The award is presented in conjunction with our Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment Series. The MWS Leadership Award Event will 
be Thursday, November 8, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Tickets are $125 for Sewall Supports and $100 general and may be purchased at 
www.thepropylaeum.org/upcomingevents. Sponsorships for this event are available. Please call LaurieAnne Wickens at 317.638.7881 
x3 for more information. 

Pearl  Bassett 
was born on 
April 28, 1911, 
and is a lifelong 
resident of Mar-
ion, Indiana.  
  Bassett 
helped establish 
the National 
Association for 
the Advance-
ment of Colored 

People (NAACP) 
and Urban League in Marion as she fought 
the injustices that people of color had to 
endure. Bassett  also formed and served as 
president of the local chapter of Women in 
the NAACP. Pearl and six other women iled 
suit to desegregate the Matter Park Pool in 
1955, and she marched with 350 people to 
the Grant County Courthouse advocating 
civil rights in 1969. She was the irst Demo-
cratic Precinct Chairwoman in Grant Coun-
ty, Indiana, and served as the irst Black 
Secretary of the Grant County Democratic 
Central Committee. 
 Bassett is the recipient of the NAACP 
Unsung Heroin Award; the Francis Hook 
Award, and the Centurion Award, present-
ed by Governor Mike Pence in 2003. These 
awards are in response to her ground-
shaking activism and devotion to the social 
and civil rights of African Americans.  

Ms. Pearl Bassett Ms. Judy O’Bannon Dr. Sue Ellsperman 



 

 

A Letter From the President 

Officers 
President – Rose Wernicke 
Vice President – Jim Glass 
Secretary – Diane Tolliver 
Treasurer – Susan Fasig 

Other Board Members 

Alex Barnstead 
Veronica Embry 

Cheryl Eyed 
Gloria Harbin 
Cathy Michel 
pegg kennedy 

Marjorie Kienle 
Troy Montigney 
Karen Pfeiffer 
Debra Renkens 
Melissa Smith 

Roxanne Whitley-Anderson 
 

Committee Chairs 
Governance — Alex Barnstead 

Facilities — Karen Pfeiffer 
Finance and Audit  — Susan Fasig 

Financial Development — Jim Glass 
Membership Services   

and Recruitment — Cathy Michel 
Outreach  — Joanne Solomon 

 
Executive Director 

Liz Ellis 
Marketing and Event Coordinator 

LaurieAnne Wickens 
Facilities Manager 

Janice Radford 
Bulletin Editor 

Liz Ellis 

Indianapolis   
Propylaeum 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To advance educational and cultural opportunities  
for women and the community  

and to maintain and preserve the historic Propylaeum 
 

IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

The Indianapolis Propylaeum is the center of Indianapolis women’s history.  It has always 
focused on providing a platform for women to express cultural and intellectual ideas and a 

continuing opportunity to enhance our community in every time period since 1888. 

Dear Prop Members and Friends 

The Bulletin is published monthly by the 
Propylaeum Historic Foundation.  The 

foundation is a 501(c)(3) public not-for-
profit corporation established in 2013. It 

is responsible for preserving and 
maintaining the Propylaeum building 

and its Carriage House; increasing 
awareness of their historic significance;  

and furthering its educational and 
charitable endeavors.  

 
Propylaeum Historic Foundation 

1410 N. Delaware St. 

Indianapolis IN 46202-2417 

317.638.7881 
Email: info@thepropylaeum.org 

A Note From the Executive Director 

 Hello Prop Members and Friends, 
  
 I had the honor of meeting Marjorie Glass Conly a few 
years ago. I am inspired by the full and active life she led. Alt-
hough not everyone has the opportunity for Marge’s experi-
ences, each of you adds something to the Prop. As we contin-
ue to develop the Strategic Plan, we continue to discuss ways 
to celebrate women for who they are and facilitate opportuni-
ties for growing, connecting and learning. If you were not able 
to be at Prop Day in August, see the article in this newsletter 
about the Strategic Plan. As always, let me know if you have 
any questions or comments. 

     

              Rose 
Rose Wernicke 

We	Think	You’re	Pretty	Sweet!	
 

 Please join us on Thursday, September 13, at 4 p.m. as we 
celebrate you!   Because of your support we exceeded our goal 
raising over $100,000 for our Growing May’s Vision Capital 
Campaign.  Drinks and desserts will be available as we honor 
your continued support for the Indianapolis Propylaeum.  Dedi-
cated members and charitable donors make it possible for the 
Propylaeum to continue to grow, provide great programming, 
and preserve the historic mansion. 
 Bring  a friend and join your friends as we say THANK YOU 
for a job well done. Please RSVP at 317.638.7881 x.3 or 
l.wickens@thepropylaeum.org.   

              Liz 

Commemorating the Centennial of Women’s Suffrage  
1920-2020 

Liz Ellis 



 

 

For all upcoming events, follow us on: 

Marilyn K. Glick  
Women’s Enrichment Series 

After the tumultuous 2016 election, Jennifer	Nelson‐Williams	
and Rabbi	Sandy	Sasso formed Women4Change, a non-partisan 
organization to ind ways to protect American freedoms and to 
become a voice for women in the state. The dynamic pair brings 
women together to empower them to become a strong and posi-
tive force to effect change in politics and the community. 

Since 2004, Dr.	Lisa	Harris has transitioned Wishard Hospital 
from an organization with an outdated facility into the brand 
new Eskenazi Health System. Under her leadership, Eskenazi has 
become a health center that champions a healthy lifestyle for all 
and advocates for the health of the poor. The state-of-the-art 
healthcare facility and irst-class physician training programs 
provide primary care and prevention services that help many 
more people stay healthy. 

Jennifer	Baskerville‐Burrows broke the stained-glass ceiling,  
becoming the irst African American woman to head a diocese of 
the Episcopal Church worldwide. She grew up in a housing pro-
ject on Staten Island in New York City and studied architecture at 
Smith College and historic preservation at Cornell. Bishop       
Baskerville-Burrows’ vision for the future of the church includes 
counteracting the fragmentation of today’s culture and providing 
places where people can satisfy their need to belong. 

Jennifer Nelson-
Williams and  
Rabbi Sandy Sasso 

Dr. Lisa Harris 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 

2019 

Bishop Jennifer 
Baskerville-Burrows 
Thursday, Apr.25, 
2019 

 Do You Have Too Much 
Stuff?  Are you stressed 
out by your stuff?  Do you 
have too much but don’t 
know what to do about it?  
Don’t worry-you are not 
alone.  Many people expe-
rience stress at home be-
cause of having too much 
stuff around the home.  On 
Wednesday, September 
19, 2018, please join us for 
a Prop Day luncheon pro-
gram on decluttering and downsizing presented by Empowered 
Transitions, Inc.  Speaking will be Empowered Transitions Inc. 
founders Susie Maley and Kate MacGill.  They will help us with 
techniques for simplifying our lives by only retaining items that 
are emotionally meaningful to us and letting go of those that 
aren’t.    

 Ms. Maley, with a fashion and business background, worked in 
restaging homes for sale and maintaining properties along with 
conducting estate sales with her sister Kate MacGill.  Prior to pre-
paring for an estate sale, Ms. Maley and Ms. MacGill would be 
called on to assess and organize the house.  This included invento-
rying, cataloguing, moving, dispensing, and selling items.  They will 
be teaching us how to declutter and keep and organize the im-
portant things in our home.    

Kate Maley MacGill and  
Susie Maley 

September Prop Day 
Decluttering and Downsizing 



 

 

 

Group News 

Season III 

The Marilyn K. Glick 
Women’s Enrichment Series 

Investment Group  
Coffee Klatch 

Thursday, September 17, 2018 
10:00 a.m. 

 Are you interested in join-
ing the Propylaeum Invest-
ment Club?  Then join us for 
our Coffee Klatch.  We are 
going to have an informal “sit 
around the table” in the NE 
Room and tell you all about 
our group, what we do and 
ind out about you. 

 We have heard these two misconceptions about us: 
	

Myth:  You have to have a lot of money to invest to join. 
Fact:  No!  It is just $400 per year, payable in two installments of 
$200 each. 
 

Myth:  We are all seasoned, knowledgeable investors. 
Fact:  No!  We have different levels of experience and not one of 
us is an expert. 
 

 So, please join us for a fun time and see if we can dispel any 
other Investment Club myths for you. 
 RSVP, if possible, to Cheryl Eyed, President @ eyed@att.net,  

317-257-7204 or 812-325-6983. 

OPEN CASTING CALL: 
Propylaeum Ghost Walk and          

Living History Tour 

 The third season of the Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment 
Series begins October 25 featuring Jennifer Nelson Williams and 
Sandy Sasso of Women4Change Indiana. On February 21, 2019, Dr. 
Lisa Harris, CEO of Eskenazi Health, will talk about the evolution of 
Wishard Hospital into a health center focused on championing a 
healthy lifestyle and advocating for the health of the poor. On April 
25, 2019, the Rev. Jennifer Baskerville Burrows relates the story of 
her rise to become the irst black woman to head a diocese of the 
Episcopal Church. 
 The Women’s Enrichment Series features groundbreaking 
women and offers the community the chance to hear the stories of 
these women up-close and personal. Tickets for this one-of-a-kind 
experience are on sale now. To purchase tickets, go to thepropylae-
um.org and click on Event Tickets, or call or email LaurieAnne 
Wickens, L.Wickens@thepropylaeum.org, or 317-638-7881, option 
4. 
 Marianne Glick, title sponsor for the third year, honors her 
mother, Marilyn, a generous leader of the Indianapolis community. 
In following this example, a special sponsorship page is available 
for you to honor signi icant women in your life – mothers, daugh-
ters, mentors, teachers, role-models. Sponsorships begin at $100. 
For more information, contact LaurieAnne Wickens, 
L.Wickens@thepropylaeum.org, or 317-638-7881, option 4. 

Volunteers needed for various 3-5 minute roles in upcoming Propylaeum Ghost Walk and Living 
History Tour.  No acting experience or memorization skills needed, all ages welcome.  

 
Synopsis: Talk a walk through history and hear first person stories about real-life figures who   

inhabited 1410 N. Delaware Street.  

Herr and/or Frau Schmidt– single person or  
couple to play beer baron mansion owners 
Alice Shaff– Young bride, aged 20-30 
Suffragist– Any age, enthusiastic personality 
Burglar– Nimble man/woman to dress as a man 
Prop member in residence– Mature woman  
Nurse– any aged woman  
Mrs. Gates– late middle-aged to mature woman 

to play ballroom dance instructor 
Dancing Teens– Male and Female dancing 
couple 
Tour Guides– 4 guides to lead groups through-
out mansion 
Volunteers– 6 people to help with registration 
and serving refreshments 
 

Volunteers should be available on Friday, October 26 from 5:00pm to 11:00pm. 
For more information or to “audition” for a role, contact LaurieAnne Wickens at 317-638-7881 ext. 4. 



 

 

Group News 

 Margorie Conly was born in Indianapolis and graduated from 
Shortridge High School, Stephens (Junior) College, and Butler Uni-
versity. She later received an M.A. degree from Northwestern Uni-

versity. She pursued a career in per-
sonnel and/or recreation in Personal 
Shopping at L.S Ayers & Co., as Wom-
en's Dormitory Director at Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee in 1945, and a Pro-
gram Director for teenagers at the 
Municipal Recreation Center in Salin-
as, California. She served with The 
Army Special Service Club Director 
for enlisted men in Chitose and Sen-
dai, Japan, and then at Fort Benjamin 
Harrison. She retired in 2002 after 
25 years as an of ice assistant at the 
Riviera Club. Marjorie was a past 
Regent of Caroline Scott Harrison 
Chapter Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

Marge Conly on her wedding 
day in 1959  

Strategic Plan 
Linking the Past with the Present with an Eye to the Future  

      The Propylaeum’s 2019-2021 Strategic Plan is nearing comple-
tion. The Plan combines the strengths of the long history of the 
Propylaeum with goals for the continued legacy of the organization. 
A brief synopsis of the evolution of the organization: 
 1888	– May Wright Sewall and a group of women join to form a 
stock company to build a building to be a center of intellectual and 
literary activity for women. Although the organization sponsored 

social activities, the 
intent was not to form 
a club “as there is al-
ready a suf icient num-
ber of clubs in Indian-
apolis.” (Indianapolis	
Journal, “The Indianap-
olis Propylaeum,” 
6/10/1888, page 10.) 
 1923	– The organi-
zation moved to 1410 
North Delaware. At the 
Annual Meeting, De-
cember 19, 1923, the 
stockholders voted to 
reorganize “along the 
lines of a social club for 
women.” (Indianapolis	
Star, “Will Reorganize 
Propylaeum Here,” 
12/20/1923, page 13.)

 1962	– Stock in the Propylaeum is referred to as dormant and 
the board asked all holding shares to turn them in and have their 
name inscribed on a memorial plaque.  
 1973	– Celebrated 50 years at 1410 as well as members who 
had been a part of the Prop for 50 years or more. 

 1981	– Initial iling as a tax-exempt organization, known as 
The Propylaeum of Indianapolis, Inc. 
 1987	– Tax exempt portion of the organization name change to 
The Propylaeum Historic Foundation, Inc. 
 2012	– Hired Maxwell & Associates to develop a Strategic Plan 
and Johnson Grossnickle to do a Fundraising Feasibility Study. 
 2012‐2017	– Raised $600,000 to replace the roof make re-
pairs, and provide a fund for continuing maintenance. Approxi-
mately $50,000 of that fund remains for major repairs. 
 2013	– The Foundation and Club merge into one 501(c)(3) 
corporation. 
 In order to honor our past and lourish as a 21st century, 501(c)
(3) organization, the 2018 Strategic Plan committee has worked 
with consultants Marnie Maxwell and Tina Sullivan to arrive at the 
following Mission Statement and Goals for the next several years. 
Mission Statement: The historic Propylaeum brings women and 
organizations together to learn, connect and grow, promoting indi-
vidual and community development. 
Goals: 
 Offer a vibrant mix of educational and cultural programming 

that focuses on diverse women’s interests. 
 Invite the community into the historic Propylaeum to work, 

stay and celebrate. 
 Make strategic capital investments to upgrade the historic 

facility. 
 Reintroduce the Propylaeum to the community and position it 

as a vibrant place to gather. 
 Generate the inancial resources required to carry out the 

plan. 
 Articles in the next several editions of the bulletin will go in-
depth, discussing what the plan means for the members and board 
of the Propylaeum. 

50th Anniversary at 1410. Also honoring 
members of 50 years or more: Mrs. Fletcher 
Hodges, Mrs. Jesse Fletcher, Mrs. Ralph C. 
Vonnegut and Mrs. Edwin C. Stout. Indian‐
apolis Star, “Anniversary Marked,” 
6/21/1973, page 27 

In Memory of Marjorie Glass Conly 
 Marjorie accompanied her moth-
er, Berniece Hall Glass, and aunt, to 
the Prop in the 1950s. In 1959,     
Marjorie Montgomery married     
Morris Conly at the Prop. After rais-
ing their children, Marjorie became 
more active at the Prop, joining in 
1974, serving as President from 1982
-1984, and participating in activities. 
Morris also pitched in as needed, 
donning a white coat and serving as a 
waiter when help was short, and 
painstakingly removing the beige 
paint from the leaded glass windows 
in the sideboard and ireplace in the 
tea room.  
 Adapted from obituary and tran-
script of an interview with Cheryl 
Eyed. 

Marge and Morris Conly at 
the celebration of 100 years 
of the Propylaeum. 



 

 

Happenings 

6 

September Birthdays 
13  Lucy Emison 
18  Miriam Hedrick 
22  Lori Beals 
29  Amanda Nierman 

*We love to honor our members.  Please let us know if you 
have an upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday. 

  
 Join us Friday, Sept. 
7 for Indianapolis fa-
vorites The Half Step      
Sisters.   
 Doors open at 6:45 
p.m, Concert starts at 
7:30 p.m.  

Girls Night Out 

Carriage House Concert  

  
 

	
 

SEPTEMBER	
7:  Carriage House Concert featuring The Half Step  
  Sisters 7:30 p.m. 
11:  Board of Directors Meeting:  11:30 a.m. 
13:	 	 Growing	May’sVision	Campaign		
	 	 Celebration.	4	p.m.	
17:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
19:  Prop Day—Luncheon and Program. Noon. 
21:  Bridal Expo. 5 p.m. 
25:  Book Group. Noon. 
25:  Euchre Group. 1 p.m. 
25:  Girls Night Out Indy. 2 p.m. Ritz Charles. 
 
OCTOBER 
2:  ICW Luncheon 
9:  Board of Directors Meeting. 11:30 a.m. 
12:  Fun Friday. 
15:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
16:  PROPerly	Chic	Style	Show 
23:  Book Group.  Noon. 
23:  Euchre Group. 1 p.m. 
25: 	 WES	featuring	Jennifer	Nelson	Williams	 
	 	 and	Sandy	Sasso.	5	p.m. 
26:  Ghost Walk and Living History Tour. 6 p.m. 
 
NOVEMBER	
8:  May	Wright	Sewall	Award	Dinner	and	Event.	
9:  Fun Friday 
13:  Board of Directors Meeting 11:30 a.m. 
19:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
21:  Prop Day—Luncheon and Program. Noon. 
22:  Thanksgiving Buffet. 11 a.m. 
27:  Book Group.  Noon. 
27:  Euchre Group. 1 p.m. 

Calendar 

ICW 
 As a member of the Propylaeum, you are invited to attend any 
of the Indianapolis Council of Women  programs. Our next luncheon 
and program will be held on October 2. The program will begin at 10 
a.m. lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. followed by an afternoon pro-
gram at 1 p.m. Please make a reservation by contacting Joanne  
Solomon at jsjgsolo@aol.com.  

 Our September Fun Friday will be a Fun Thursday. The women 
of the Propylaeum and friends will be attending the sixteenth an-
nual Girls Night Out Indy event sponsored by Dr. Janet Turkle.  
Although this is the sixteenth time that this event has been held, 
this will be the irst time that Prop members will attend as a 
group.  The event will be held on Thursday, September 27 at the 
Ritz Charles  located at 12156 N Meridian in Carmel. We will meet 
there at 2:00 p.m.  There is free parking in the rear of the building.  
  This fun event will feature information, pampering, fabu-
lous shopping opportunities and so much fun. Turkle Plastic Sur-
gery and Dermatology and Phases Skin Care and Laser, together 
with event sponsors, will be providing an event full of information 
about your health, beauty, fashion and style, cosmetic surgery and 
non-surgical procedures.  There will be informative presentations 
by a plastic surgeon, dermatologist, laser specialist, vein removal 
specialist, urogynecologist, and tattoo removal specialist as well as 
demonstrations of skin procedures.   
 This is a free event but registration is required.  To register, or 
for additional information, please see www.girlsnightindy.com.    

Architecture in Mexico Lecture 
 Propylaeum Vice President and preserva-
tionist, Dr. Jim Glass, will offer a free public 
lecture on "Architecture in Mexico."   The lec-
ture will be held at the Riviera Club ballroom, 
5640 N. Illinois Street, on Monday, November 
12, and will begin at 7:30.   
  Based on places that Dr. Glass visited with 
Bill Groth in 2017 and other signi icant sites, 
the lecture will present the rich architectural 
heritage of Mexico.  The lecture will begin with 
the monumental temples and palaces with 
intricate sculptures of the indigenous civiliza-
tions and then examine the varied and artisti-
cally sublime buildings of Spanish Colonial Mexico.  That architec-
ture ranged from the restraint of Plateresque and Renaissance de-
signs in the 16th century to the inventiveness of the Baroque in the 
17th century, the extravagant and never-to-be-equaled Churrigue-
resque churches and palaces of the 18th century, and inally the aus-
tere Neo-Classical architecture of the late 18th and early 
19th centuries.   We will turn next to the architecture of the Mexican 
Republic, including French-inspired urban buildings of the late 
19th century, Spanish Colonial Revival architecture of the early 
20th century, and ultimately the Modernism of mid-20th century 
Mexico, with its fusion of European industrial design with vivid 
murals depicting the Mexican past.    The lecture will end with some 
illustrations of how Mexican architecture has in luenced the United 
States. 


