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Café at the Prop Offers 
Unique Opportunity 

 Imagine heading a 
local corporation that 
supports 100 lan-
guages.  (Can you even 
think of 100 lan-
guages?) 
Combine that with 
working with 4,792 
employees and re-
sponsible for 90,774 
outpatient visits.   
 Dr. Lisa Harris oversees all that and more as chief executive 
of icer of Eskenazi Health, one of the newest and largest hospitals in 
the Indianapolis area, built as one of the most innovative “safety 
net” hospitals in the country. 
 You’ll hear how Dr. Harris put together a team that worked to 
promote and fund the hospital as they continued daily services to 
the neediest in the metropolitan area.  You’ll also hear how their 
vision became a bustling, state-of-the-art facility and garnered pub-
lic support and nationwide accolades.  Dr. Harris’s leadership 
worked to creatively put together the funding and the public sup-
port to create a gem that borders the White River. 
 The model, from high-tech medicine to treating the entire per-
son,  which results in fewer return visits, packages the look of 

health care for all 
of us for tomor-
row.  Dr. Harris 
will share her vi-
sion and leader-
ship style as the 
second in the 2018
-2019 Marilyn K. 
Glick Women’s 
Enrichment Series 
on Thursday, Feb. 
21.  Receptions 
begin at 5  p.m., the 
lecture at 6 p.m.  
VIP tickets are $75 

and  include a meet and greet with wine and hors d’oeuvres in the 
carriage house and reserved seats for the lecture.  General admis-
sion tickets are $40  in the main house and offers a cash bar and 
hors d’oeuvres.  For tickets please go to www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents or call 317.638.7881 ext.3 

 The Café at the 
Prop is a jewel in the 
heart of the Old 
Northside. Located 
within the Indianapo-
lis Propylaeum, the 
Café offers a unique 
opportunity to an 
individual or company 
interested in running 
a boutique café in a 
historic Victorian 

building.  Along with a built-in clientele of Propylaeum mem-
bers and guests for week-day lunch, the Café at the Prop 
serves several women’s organizations on a monthly basis and 
hosts groups of various sizes interested in lunch and tea ser-
vice.  
 The Café includes service and drink ware, tea service, and 
a well-equipped kitchen. Those running the Café are also pro-
moted as a preferred caterer for large Propylaeum events 
including weddings and receptions. 
 If you know someone who is interested in the Café, please 
contact Liz Ellis at liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org or call 
317.638.7881 x.5. 

Inpatient adult admissions    15,040 
Avg. adult inpatient days    4.7 
Births                                          2,306 
 
Physicians       1,076 
Total staff                                    4,792 
 
Outpatient health centers         10 
Urgent care sites                         3 
Mental health sites and  
  residential facilities              18 

Eskenazi by the Numbers 



 

 

A Letter From the President 

Officers 
President – Rose Wernicke 
Vice President – Jim Glass 
Secretary – Diane Tolliver 
Treasurer – Susan Fasig 

Other Board Members 
Alex Barnstead 
Veronica Embry 

Cheryl Eyed 
Gloria Harbin 
Cathy Michel 
pegg kennedy 

Marjorie Kienle 
Troy Montigney 
Karen Pfeiffer 
Debra Renkens 
Melissa Smith 
Tiffany Talbert 

 

Committee Chairs 
Governance — Alex Barnstead 

Facilities — Karen Pfeiffer 
Finance and Audit  — Susan Fasig 

Financial Development — Jim Glass 
Membership Services   

and Recruitment — Cathy Michel 
Outreach  — Joanne Solomon 

 
Executive Director 

Liz Ellis 
Marketing and Event Coordinator 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The historic Propylaeum brings women and organizations together  
to learn, connect, and grow,  

promoting individual and community development. 
 

IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

The Indianapolis Propylaeum is the center of Indianapolis women’s history.  It has always 
focused on providing a platform for women to express cultural and intellectual ideas and a 

continuing opportunity to enhance our community in every time period since 1888. 

Dear Prop Members and Friends 

The Bulletin is published monthly by the 
Propylaeum Historic Foundation.  The 

foundation is a 501(c)(3) public not-for-
profit corporation established in 2013. It 

is responsible for preserving and 
maintaining the Propylaeum building 

and its Carriage House; increasing 
awareness of their historic significance;  

and furthering its educational and 
charitable endeavors.  

 
Propylaeum Historic Foundation 

1410 N. Delaware St. 

Indianapolis IN 46202-2417 

317.638.7881 
Email: info@thepropylaeum.org 

A Note From the Executive Director 

  I had a May Wright Sewall moment earlier this week. I have been working with members 
of State Government, asking for the formation of a state commission 
for the commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amend-
ment. The Lt. Governor’s of ice drafted a bill and I was asked to pro-
vide testimony, supporting the bill. As I offered comments about 
recognizing the impact of Hoosier’s efforts in the ight for women’s 
suffrage, I couldn’t help but feel that our founder would be proud of 
where the Prop has come in the 21st century. Thanks to the board, 
staff, donors and members the Prop has found new ways of staying 
true to our past, while evolving into the organization we are today.  
 
Thank you for your efforts. 
 

            Rose 
Rose Wernicke 

Commemorating the Centennial of Women’s Suffrage  
1920-2020 

Liz Ellis 

Liz 

Café	at	the	Prop	
 
 The temporary closing of the Café at the Prop came quick-
ly and with little notice.  While the timing and abrupt depar-
ture  may be distressing to a few, we are con ident that we 
will ill the opening in a timely manner. Mary Beth Poe, of 
MBP Catering, has agreed to assist with all catered events, 
including Prop Day.   
 The board and staff are currently evaluating  the needs of 
the Prop, reviewing suggestions for the Café, and talking with 
individuals in the restaurant industry.  Be assured that we are 
working diligently to replace the operator or the Café. 
  We look forward to seeing you all again very soon for 
lunch and tea at the Prop. 
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Honoring our past and preserving our future 

Group News 

 Salon Society April 28, 2019 
 The 17th Annual Salon Society event will be held on April 28 begin-
ning at 3 p.m.  The evening will begin with live entertainment by  
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra Principal cellist Austin Huntington and 
accompanying pianist Kent Cook.  Salon Society is a very important fund-
raising event for the Propylaeum and includes live entertainment, silent 
auction and wine pull, as well as dinner. 
 The Propylaeum is currently accepting items for the silent auction.   
 For reservation, go to www.thepropylaeum.org/upcomingevents or 
call LaurieAnne Wickens at 317.638.7881. 

 The Salon Society and the silent auction portion, held in the Carriage House, 
will include the second annual wine pull. Dr. Gloria Harbin will serve as the 
wine steward and said there will be more interesting wines than last year. Each 
numbered cork pulled corresponds to a hidden bottle of wine which will again 
include an information card about each wine.  
 Terms that describe perceptions on the tongue include acidity, sweet, bit-
ter, and often using other foods in this description. Short, medium, or long - 
describing the amount of time the Finish or Aftertaste lasts. The way a wine 
feels in a mouth - in terms of texture. This can include descriptors like "hot", or 
"silky".  
 Please feel free to donate bottles of wine that are $20 and up in value. All 
donations of wine should be made before April 15th. They may be dropped off 
with Liz Ellis and be certain to complete a silent auction donation form with 
your generous contribution.  

Wine Pull 

 Austin Huntington 
was appointed principal 
cellist of the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra in 
June 2015 at the age of 
20, currently making him 
one of the youngest prin-
cipal musicians of any 
major American orches-
tra. Recently, he was a 
inalist for the Boston 

Symphony Orchestra’s 
principal cello position in 
March 2018 and previ-
ously served as principal 

cellist in the Colburn Orchestra and Encore Chamber 
Orchestra, as well as a substitute for the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic and the Cleveland Orchestra. 
 Austin is the grand-prize winner of the 2012 Ir-
ving M. Klein International String Competition, the 
2011 Stulberg International String Competition, the 
2012 MUSICAAS International String Competition, 
the 2013 Aspen Music Festival’s Low String Strings 
Competition, and the 2009 MTNA National String 
Competition.  
 Austin has collaborated in chamber music perfor-
mances with artists such as violinists Itzhak Perlman, 
Gil Shaham, Renaud Capucon, Augustin Hadelich, and 
Anne Akiko Meyers, violist Cynthia Phelps, cellists 
Robert DeMaine and Mark Kosower, pianists Wu 
Han, Garrick Ohlssohn, and Jean-Yves Thibaudet, and 
bassist Edgar Meyer.  
 Since his irst solo orchestra debut at age 10, he 
has gone on to perform as a guest soloist with or-
chestras such as the Indianapolis Symphony   
Orchestra, Marin Symphony, Colburn Orchestra, Salo-
mon Chamber Orchestra, Peninsula Symphony, Santa 
Cruz Symphony, South Bend Symphony, San Jose 
Chamber Orchestra, and Chicago Northwest  
Symphony Orchestra.  
 In the summer, Austin has attended the Mainly 
Mozart Festival in San Diego, the Verbier Festival in 
Switzerland, the Kronberg Academy in Germany, the 
Aspen Music Festival and School, Music in the Vine-
yards in Napa, California, the Perlman Music  
Program, the Academie International de Music de 
Montpellier in France, the Credo Chamber Music  
Festival, and the Meadowmount School of Music. 
 Austin is a member of the faculty at the  
University of Indianapolis, where he is also the cellist 
of The Indianapolis Quartet, the university’s string 
quartet-in-residence. He is a board member of the 
Indianapolis Suzuki Academy and was previously an 
adjunct lecturer at Indiana University. Austin holds a 
Bachelor of Music degree from the Colburn School 
Conservatory of Music, where he studied with Ronald 
Leonard. His previous teachers include Richard 
Hirschl, Brinton Smith, Paul Katz, David Finckel, and 
Richard Aaron. 

Austin Huntington 



 

 

Marilyn K. Glick  
Women’s Enrichment Series  

presents: 
Dr. Lisa Harris 

Thursday, February 21, 5 p.m. 
 

Tickets available at 
www.thepropylaeum.org/

upcomingevents 

Carriage House Concerts  
featuring  

Rupert Wates, 
Friday May 3, 7:30 p.m.  

For more informationwww.flyingcatconcerts.com/
rupert-wates-5-3-19 

Upcoming  
Carriage House Concerts 

 
June 17, 2019—Jackson Grimm 

November 15, 2019  - Tim Grimm 



 

 

Group News 

The Carriage House Story 
 Although set back at the southwest corner of the property, the Carriage House has served multiple purposes since its construction in 
1890. The main portion of the building originally held the carriages, horses, and living space for grooms and male employees of the fami-
lies who lived in the house. The portion at the north of the building held the boiler for heating the buildings and the laundry facilities. After 
the Propylaeum purchased the property, the Carriage 
House was remodeled for different needs. The boiler 
and laundry facilities were transformed into a town 
house for Ruth Pratt Bobbs, artist and Prop member, 
who lived there for over 35 years. The main portion 
of the Carriage House brie ly held the irst Children’s 
Museum and served as the studio for artist Elmer 
Taf linger. The side facing 14th Street was con igured 
into two storefronts, at one time holding the Junior 
League Shop, and a walk-up apartment. Today, the 
main portion of the Carriage House is used for events 
and programs. The walk-up apartment is the studio 
of Grabielle Cheikh, photographer. The townhouse is 
leased to a couple with a love of historic buildings 
who have refurbished the space. The Carriage House 
will receive a new chimney and lue pipe soon - some 
tender loving care for this historic gem on our property. 
Rose	Wernicke 

Talbot Street Art Fair Parking 
 The Talbot Street Art Fair (TSAF) is an annual highly rated fair, 
held rain or shine, just a few blocks north of the Propylaeum, from 
16th to 19th Streets,  Want to help the Propylaeum earn some mon-
ey? Sign up to be a volunteer and help us wave cars into our parking 
lot and direct them to open places on the lot or on the yard 
(weather permitting). 
 There are shifts available on Saturday, June 15th and Sunday, 
June 16th. Help is also needed to serve as a hostess inside the Prop 
as the mansion will be open for guests to tour, use the restrooms, 
and cool off.  
 Volunteers are needed for a variety of duties including set-up, 
parking (directing people to parking lot taking money, etc), and 
hostess in the mansion. 
 If you would like to volunteer for this very fun event you can do 
so on Sign-Up Genius at  ww.signupgenius.com/
go/70A044CAFAF2EA2F94-talbot. 

Dr. Jim Glass discussing Propylaeum architecture Nora Spitznogle volunteering in 2018  

Prop Road Show at The Stratford 
 Board members and volunteers took the Propylaeum “on the 
road” to visit Propylaeum members and guests who live at The 
Stratford in Carmel.  Diane Tolliver and Lorene Burkhart worked 
together to host the event. 
 Executive Director Liz Ellis gave a PowerPoint presentation 
overview of the history of the Propylaeum as well as our growing 
membership and programs. 
 Board Member Jim Glass gave a detailed slide presentation 
about the importance of the architecture of the mansion and car-
riage house, and board member Diane Tolliver interviewed at-
tendees asking each to share why they joined the Prop and some 
of their fondest memories from the Propylaeum. 
 Next stop on the Prop Road Show will be The Barrington, the 
date is not yet inalized. 



 

 

Happenings 

FEBRUARY	
1:  Carriage House Concert.  7 p.m. 
6:  Card Group. 1 p.m. 
8:  Fun Friday (TBD) 
12:  Board of Directors Meeting.  11:30 a.m. 
14:  Valentine’s	Day	Dinner.	7	p.m. 
18:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
20:  Prop Day—Luncheon and Program. Noon. 
21:	  Women’s	Enrichment	Series	Featuring	Dr.	Lisa		
	 	 Harris.		5	p.m. 
26:  Book Group. Noon 
 
MARCH	
1:  Carriage House Concert. 7 p.m. 
5:  ICW Luncheon and Program 11 a.m. 
6:  Card Group. 1 p.m. 
8:  Fun Friday. TBD 
9:	  Hatter’s	Ball	Murder	Mystery	Dinner.	5:30	p.m.	
12:  Board of Directors Meeting.  11:30 a.m.  
18:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
20:  Prop Day—Luncheon and Program, Noon. 
26:  Book Group.  Noon. 
 
APRIL	
2:  ICW Luncheon and Program. 11 a.m. 
9:  Board of Directors Meeting. 11:30 a.m. 
12:  Fun Friday (TBD) 
15:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
17:  Prop Day Luncheon and Program. Noon. 
20:  Hop to the Prop Easter Egg Hunt 
21:  Easter Buffet. 11 am. 
23:  Book Group. Noon. 
25:	  Women’s	Enrichment	Series	Featuring		
	 	 Bishop	Jennifer	Baskerville‐Burrows.	5	p.m.	
28:  Salon	Society	Dinner	Event 

Calendar 

10  Michelle Gough 
14  Marti Shuck 
15  Gabrielle Cheikh 
17  Debbie Peek 
21  Julie Petr 

*We love to honor our members.  Please let us know if you 
have an upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday. 

February Birthdays 

Opportunities Available 
Looking for ways to get involved at the Prop? Many one-time and 
monthly options are available. A few below: 
 
 Propylaeum	Centennial	of	Women’s	Suffrage	Commem‐

oration	Committee		Members.  We are in need of people to 
help with many different types of events, including a gala, 
speaker’s, voter registration, ilm series, book groups/
reading lists, interviewing Prop members, etc.  All skill lev-
els are needed. Short and long-term opportunities available. 

 Prop	Events	—With the addition of new events for Prop 
members and guests, we need help with planning, decorat-
ing,  and organizing events like the Murder Mystery Dinners, 
wine and canvas, porch and parlor parties, and more. Con-
tact LaurieAnne if you are interested in helping with one or 
multiple events l.wickens@thepropylaeum.org or 317-638-
7881 x.4 

 Heritage	Day	Planner	— We celebrate Heritage Day at 
Prop Day in August and honor our 25-year members. A 
planner is needed for this once per year event. Contact Rose 
Wernicke, rdwernicke@yahoo.com, 317.372.3625.  

 Newsletter	Editor— We publish the Bulletin each month 
for members and friends of the Prop. If you are interested in 
helping with the Bulletin, either design, mailing, or writing 
articles, contact Liz Ellis, liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org  

   317.638.7881 x5. 
 

Feb. Prop Day Connie Zeigler 
 The Prop Day Program this month will feature Connie Zeigler on 
Wednesday, Feb. 20 at noon. Zeigler is a researcher and writer who 
will discuss Avriel Shull, a designer of mid-century modern homes in 
Indianapolis and Carmel in the late 1940s-1960s. Shull, whose wed-
ding photo appeared on the cover of Life Magazine, was a thoroughly 
amazing and creative woman. 
 For reservations visit www.thepropylaeum.org/upcomingevents 
or call 317.638.7881 x.3 

2019 Membership Roster 
Available 

 The 2019 Membership Roster is now available for 
Propylaeum members.  New members will receive a 
small three-ring binder with the membership list and 
other important information.  Members who already 
possess the binder may receive the updated insert.  You 
can stop by the Propylaeum of ice to pick up your ros-
ter. If you would like an electronic version of the mem-
bership list contact the Prop of ice. If you have ques-
tions or would like to make arrangements to receive 
your roster, please contact Liz Ellis at 
liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org or  call 317.638.7881 x.5 
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