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Prop Parking Brings Revenue in Heat 
  

 Selling parking spaces at the Propylaeum in the parking lot and lawn for those walking to the 2018 
Talbot Street Art Fair is a long-standing tradition at the Prop and a revenue generator for upkeep and 
programming.  This year parking brought in $2,110 in revenue for the Prop in June. This was about 
$200 short of the 2017 all-time high of $2,351.00. 
 Twenty very hardworking volunteers, lead by the indomitable Diane Tolliver, worked in 90+ de-
gree temperatures on both Saturday and Sunday, June 16 and 17. Volunteers made a very generous 
donation of time, energy, and sweat! Many Prop members brought a friend, spouse or daughter-in-law 

to join in this fun. 
 Saturday, June 16 was a stellar day. Volunteers 
brought in $1,690 for parking.  Parking spaces, 
including the grass, remained full most of the day 
and as one car would leave another would take its 
place.  Cheered on by Tolliver’s can-do spirit, volunteers remained friendly and helpful 
in the blazing heat.  Attend-
ance slowed on Sunday, 
June 17 as it was Father’s 
Day and the last volunteers 
went home around 1:30. 
Pedestrian traffic slowed to 
a stop and there were lots of 
parking places available on 
the street. The Prop  
brought in approximately 

$420 on Sunday, and the heat hovered in the low 90s. 
 Working this event is a great way to contribute to the growth and success of 
the Propylaeum, build friendships, and interact with the public. For many peo-
ple, this is their first exposure to the Propylaeum and friendly volunteers and 
the cool air in the Cafe  assures that they will return. 

 If you would 
like to be involved 
in this fun event next year, please contact Chair Diane Tolliver at tol-
liverd@aol.com. 

Diane Tolliver, Chair, 
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John Michel 
Charlie Pfeiffer 
Karen Pfeiffer 
Shaun Rising-Moore 
Melissa Smith 
Gerry Solomon 
Joanne Solomon 
Nora Spitznogle 
 

Thank You to Our Volunteers 

 

July Café at the Prop Lunch Specials 
 

National blueberry, hotdog, and ice cream 
month. 

 

Grilled hot dog $5 
Grilled chili cheese dog $7 

Blueberry cobbler a la mode $5 
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Indianapolis   

Propylaeum 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To advance educational and cultural opportunities  

for women and the community  

and to maintain and preserve the historic Propylaeum 
 

IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

The Indianapolis Propylaeum is the center of Indianapolis women’s history.  It has always 

focused on providing a platform for women to express cultural and intellectual ideas and a 

continuing opportunity to enhance our community in every time period since 1888. 

Dear Prop Members and Friends 

 
 

The Bulletin is published monthly by the 

Propylaeum Historic Foundation.  The 

foundation is a 501(c)(3) public not-for-

profit corporation established in 2013. It 

is responsible for preserving and 

maintaining the Propylaeum building 

and its Carriage House; increasing 

awareness of their historic significance;  

and furthering its educational and 

charitable endeavors.  

 

Propylaeum Historic Foundation 

1410 N. Delaware St. 

Indianapolis IN 46202-2417 

317.638.7881 

Email: info@thepropylaeum.org 

A Note From the Executive Director 
 

Well Done Sister Suffragettes! 
  

 I had lunch with a group of women recently to talk  about the Prop 
and the history and importance of our organization. We discussed our 
growing membership and the increase in women’s organizations that 
have events and meetings at the Prop.  We also talked about the signif-
icance of 2020 and the 100th anniversary of a woman’s right to vote. 
 The centennial of women’s suffrage is a great time to educate the 
public about the struggles our fore-sisters faced.  In Indiana, and espe-
cially at the Propylaeum, we have a responsibility to recognize and 
celebrate the work of May Wright Sewall in the suffrage movement.   
  We all need to take ownership of the legacy of the Propylaeum.  
Let’s work together to inform and educate all who come to the Prop 
about our founder and her international leadership role in working 
toward a woman’s right to vote. 
 A great place to start is by attending our Women’s History Tea on 
July 28. This event will also focus on the suffrage movement with the 
story “Thoroughly Modern Addie” about a woman returning from a suffrage meeting.  Tickets 
are available at www.thepropylaeum.org/upcomingevents, or by calling 317.638.7881. 
 See you at the Prop, 

                  Liz  

Liz Ellis 

 Hello Prop Members and Friends, 
  
 I attended two meetings recently that increased my excite-
ment for the next several years at the Prop. First, the Strategic 
Plan committee met to discuss the draft plan for the next 3 to 5 
years. We had a great discussion about the opportunities avail-
able to the Prop to grow our mission and honor our history as 
an organization and an important part of the culture of Indian-
apolis. Second, chairs of the Prop program committees came 
together to plan a calendar for the next year’s activities and 
brainstorm ideas for future programming. Each meeting fo-
cused on the commitment of the staff and members to stay true 
to our mission and continue to develop programs and partner-
ships to improve the Central Indiana Community. 
 I am honored to serve as your president for the next year 
and look forward to a great year at the Prop. Your comments 
and suggestions are always welcome!        

  

Rose Wernicke 



 

 

 

Group News 

Rabbi Sandy Sasso 

Rabbi Sandy Sasso Discusses Children’s Books  

 Rabbi Sandy Sasso was the guest 
speaker at Prop Day on June 20, 2018. 
Sasso, the second female Rabbi in the 
United States, has written a series of 
children’s books about religion and spir-
ituality to fill a hole she found when her 
daughter was young.  “Children are ca-
pable of talking about life’s big ques-
tions. It’s adults who are often afraid of 
the conversation.”  
 Sasso’s books include the award 
winning “God’s Paintbrush,” “In God’s 
Name,” and “Noah’s Wife: The Story of 
Naamah.” 
 Sasso will return to the Propylaeum 
in October with Jennifer Nelson Williams 
to discuss Women4Change Indiana as 
part of our Marilyn K. Glick Women’s 
Enrichment Series. Series tickets are 
available at www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents or by calling 
317.638.7881 

Cheryl Eyed, Cathy Michel, Bev Watkins and 
Sherry Watkins at Prop Day. 

Women of the Prop to Attend 
Girls Night Out 

 Our September Fun Friday will be a Fun Thursday in Septem-
ber.  The women of the Propylaeum will be will be attending the 
sixteenth annual Girls Night Out Indy event sponsored by Dr. Janet 
Turkle.  Although this is the sixteenth time that this event has been 
held, this will be the first time that Prop members will attend as a 
group.  The event will be held on Thursday, September 27, 2018 at 
the Ritz Charles in Carmel, Indiana. The address is 12156 N. Meridi-
an Street, Carmel, IN  46032, and we will be meeting there at 2:00 
p.m.  There is free parking in the rear of the building.  You will enter 
the Ritz Carlson parking lot from North Illinois Street at the rear of 
the building.   
 This fun event will feature information, pampering, fabulous 
shopping opportunities and so much fun. Turkle Plastic Surgery 
and Dermatology and Phases Skin Care and Laser, together with the 
event sponsors, will be providing an event full of information about 
your health, beauty, fashion and style, cosmetic surgery and non-
surgical procedures.  There will be informative presentations by a 
plastic surgeon, dermatologist, laser specialist, vein removal spe-
cialist, urogynecologist, and tattoo removal specialist as well as 
demonstrations of skin procedures.   

 This is a free event but registration is required.  To reg-
ister or for additional information, please see  

www.girlsnightoutindy.com.    We hope that you can join us for 



 

 

Afternoon 
Tea  

Celebrating 

Women’s  
History  

 
 

Saturday, July 28 
1:30 p.m. 

 

Tickets:  $35 Propylaeum Members 
   $40 Non-Members 

 

RSVP Required 
317.638.7881 or www.thepropylaeum.org/

upcomingevents 
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Women’s History Tea  

April Fun Friday  

at the IMA 

The Wonderhills 
Carriage House Concert, Jul. 13 

 

For all of our upcoming events,  

follow us on: 

Don’t miss The Wonderhills perform on Friday, July 13 as part 
of the Carriage House Concert series promoted by Flying Cat 
Concerts.  

 

Tickets: $20 in advance/ $25 at the door. 
Online: FlyingCatConcerts.com 

Doors open at 6:45 
Concert begins at 7:30 



 

 

Group News 

 We are excited to announce that 
Propylaeum Member and current 
Caroline Scott Harrison Regent  
Shirley Roberts will be speaking 
about the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) at our July 
Prop Day.   The Program will be 
held on Wednesday, July 18, 2018 
and begin at noon.   
 The DAR is a nonprofit, nonpo-
litical volunteer women’s service 
organization.  The organization was 
founded in 1890 and over 930,000 
women have become members 

since that time.  There are currently 185,000 members in 3,000 
chapters in the United States and internationally.  The organiza-
tion promotes patriotism, preserves American history, and 
secures better education for children.  Membership is available 
to any woman 18 years of age or older who can prove lineal 
descent from a patriot of the American Revolution.  Its motto is 
“God, Home, and Country.”   
 The first DAR chapter was organized in 1890 at the home of 
Mary Smith Lockwood, one of the DAR’s four co-founders, ac-
cording to the website. Other founders were Eugenia Washing-
ton, Ellen Hardin Walworth and Mary Desha.  Caroline Scott 
Harrison, wife of President Benjamin Harrison, served as the 
First President General.   They began the practice of installing 
markers at the graves of Revolutionary War veterans to honor 
their service and adding small flags at their gravesites on Me-
morial Day.  Current well-known members include Laura Bush, 
Rosalyn Carter, and Tammy Duckworth.  Like the Propylaeum, 
the DAR is an organization with a deeply rich history while also 
being relevant in today’s world.  
 Roberts just finished her first year of a two-year term as 
Regent of the Caroline Scott Harrison Chapter, which is one of 
the largest in the country with over 500 members and the old-
est in Indiana.  Roberts has been a Prop member since 2010. 
She served on the Propylaeum Board, both pre and post-
merger, from 2011 to 2017. She has also served as a Program 
Chair and Bulletin Editor, a job for which she was well-suited 
after a 40-year career working in newspapers in Indianapolis, 
Greenfield and Lafayette. She currently works as a freelance 
editor.  Shirley recently celebrated her 50th anniversary with 
husband Rick.  They have been blessed with two children, Doug 
and the late Leslie Roberts. We look forward to seeing Shirley 
at Prop Day.  For reservations call 317-638-7881 or email Lau-
rieAnne Wickens at l.wickens@thepropylaeum.org.  

      

Roberts to Speak at  

July Prop Day 

After the tumultuous 2016 election, Jennifer Nelson-Williams 
and Rabbi Sandy Sasso formed Women4Change, a non-partisan 
organization to find ways to protect American freedoms and to 
become a voice for women in the state. The dynamic pair brings 
women together to empower them to become a strong and posi-
tive force to effect change in politics and the community. 

Since 2004, Dr. Lisa Harris has transitioned Wishard Hospital 
from an organization with an outdated facility into the brand 
new Eskenazi Health System. Under her leadership, Eskenazi has 
become a health center that champions a healthy lifestyle for all 
and advocates for the health of the poor. The state-of-the-art 
healthcare facility and first-class physician training programs 
provide primary care and prevention services that help many 

Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows broke the stained-glass ceiling,  
becoming the first African American woman to head a diocese of 
the Episcopal Church worldwide. She grew up in a housing pro-
ject on Staten Island in New York City and studied architecture at 
Smith College and historic preservation at Cornell. Bishop Bas-
kerville-Burrows’ vision for the future of the church includes 
counteracting the fragmentation of today’s culture and providing 
places where people can satisfy their need to belong. 

Marilyn K. Glick  

Women’s Enrichment Series 

Jennifer Nelson-

Williams and  

Rabbi Sandy Sasso 

Dr. Lisa Harris 

Thursday, Feb. 21, 

2019 

Bishop Jennifer 

Baskerville-Burrows 

Thursday, Apr.25, 

2019 

Membership Directory—Correction 
  

 A mailing recently went out to all Prop members asking for 
updated contact information for our Membership Directory. We 
inadvertently asked for birthday information that included 
month and year.  We were actually looking for month and day so 
that we could recognize birthdays in the Bulletin.  We apologize  
for the mistake. 

mailto:l.wickens@the


 

 

  

.JULY 
10:  Board Meeting. 11:30 a.m. 
13:  Carriage House Concert featuring The Wonderhills.  
  7:30 p.m. 
16:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
18:  Prop Day—Luncheon and Program.  Noon. 
18:  Book Launch Open House—Madalyn Kinsey, 5 p.m. 
20:  Porch Party at the Prop. 5 p.m. 
24:  Book Group. An Irish Country Doctor by P. Taylor. Noon. 
24:  Euchre Group. 1 p.m. 
28:  Women’s History Tea.  1:30 p.m. 
 

AUGUST 
3:  Fun Friday. 
14:  Board of Directors Meeting. 11:30 a.m. 
15:  Prop Day—Luncheon and Program. Noon. 
16:  Porch Party at the Prop. 5 p.m. 
20:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
28:  Book Group, The Soul of America by John Meachen. 

 Noon. 
18:  Euchre Group. 1 p.m. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
7:  Carriage House Concert featuring The Half Step Sisters 

 7:30 p.m. 
11:  Board of Directors Meeting:  11:30 a.m. 
14:  Fun Friday. 
17:  Investment Group. 10 a.m. 
19:  Prop Day—Luncheon and Program. Noon. 
20:  Events and Marketing Open House at the Prop. 5 p.m. 
25:  Book Group. Noon. 
25:  Euchre Group. 1 p.m. 

Calendar 

Happenings 

6 

July Birthdays 

3  Libby D’Alton 
3  Sheila Hole 
15  Marilyn Goeke 
15  Helen Rudesill 
22  Penny Conner 
15  Kandy Kinker 
29  Gloria Harbin 

*We love to honor our members.  Please let us know if you 
have an upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday. 

 
Café at the Prop  

Monday — Friday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tea at the Prop  
By reservation.  

Each Wednesday 1 p.m.-4 p.m. 

 

 Prop member and board secre-
tary, Diane Tolliver, very graciously 
donated a new American flag for the 
flagpole at the Prop in honor of the 
90th birthday of member Jan Wahls.  
Tolliver recognized Wahl’s dedication 
and service to the Propylaeum, her 
unwavering patriotism, and her pen-
chant for wearing red, white , and 
blue. 
 Thank you Diane for this great 
gift. 

Flag Donated in Honor of 
Wahls 

  

Fun Friday at Twinrocker 
 Prop members and friends 
tried their hand at making paper at 
Twinrocker in Brookston, Indiana 
as part of Fun Friday on June 8.  
Twinrocker makes paper by hand 
from cotton, the way paper was 
made in the 1600s in Europe.  
Twinrocker is owned by Kathryn 
and Howard Clark. 
 If you are interested in partici-
pating in Fun Friday please contact 
the Prop office at 317.638.7881. 

Pictured, top Debra Renkens, bottom 
left, Rose Wernicke, bottom right, 
Kathy Willing 


